
Philosophy BPhil or BSGS 
 
Overview 
Philosophy is concerned with the basic aspects of the human experience - understanding 
reality, clarifying the nature of interactions between individuals and society, and coming 
to terms with the problems of existence and ultimate values. Philosophers apply critical 
thinking to questions of values and beliefs and their rational defense. They help people 
make sense of their world in scientific, evaluative and practical terms.  
 
Job Outlook 
See http://www.bls.gov/oco/home.htm for more information. 
 
Compensation 
See http://www.bls.gov/oco/home.htm for more information. 
 
Career Options/Tracks 
Students who continue the study of philosophy are usually interested in pursuing one of 
several options: graduate study in philosophy for a career in teaching, interdisciplinary 
programs related to philosophy or a general background of humanistic education. Careers 
in law, the ministry or mathematics can be approached through the social, moral or 
theoretical foundations that philosophy courses investigate. Students interested in a broad 
understanding of their own culture and its problems are free to explore relevant issues in 
a variety of courses focusing on the philosophical aspects of moral problems, literature, 
art, technology, human values, and religious and personal growth. Basically, any career 
which demands training in critical and abstract thinking could be enriched by a 
background in philosophy.  
 
Advanced Education Options 
For students interested in teaching philosophy, an advanced degree is needed. 
 
Sample Job Titles 
*lobbyist  
*professor  
*consultant  
*public service official  
*publisher 

*public policy manager  
*hospital administrator 
*business administrator  
*journalist  
 *lawyer  

 
Some Employers of Philosophy Majors 
*consulting firms       
*state/federal government    
*colleges/universities 
*religious associations  
*political parties           
*publishing companies 
*hospitals            
*business and industry       

*non-profit organizations 
*newspapers 
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Other Sources of Information 
American Academy of Religion 
http://www.aarweb.org
 
American Association of Political Consultants 
http://www.theaapc.org
 
American Philosophical Association         
http://www.udel.edu/apa/
 
American Political Science Association 
http://www.apsanet.org
 
Idealist 
http://www.idealist.org/
 
Society for Women in Philosophy 
http://www.uh.edu/~cfreelan/SWIP
 
The Riley Guide 
http://www.rileyguide.com
 
The Window - Philosophy on the Internet 
http://www.trincoll.edu/depts/phil/philo/index.html 
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